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The Fxtra Session and the Panama
Canal,

1t is now evident that the most impor-
tant matters to come before the extraor-
dinarv session of Congress which Presi-
dent ROOBEVELT intends to call for No-
vember 11 will relate to the canal at Pan-
ama, Whether the work shall be prose-
euted under the direction of the Secretary
of War or of the Secretary of State is not
a question requiring new legislation.
Full authority in this respect is with the
President as the canal law stands. He can
attach the Canat Commission to any De-
partment that he pleases to select. But
the existing act, which is very specific
as regards the organization of the Com-
mission, and embarrassingly 8o in some
matters of detail, will require amend-
ment in order to free the hands of the
Executive, who is responsible for the
work. Any changes suggested by the
President with a view to more effective
administration are likely to be granted
without hesitation by Congreses.

Furthermore, as the law now contem-
plates and describes a canal with locks
and does not contemplate and describe
a sea level canal, that fundamental ques-
tion of policy of construction will inevi-
tably come to the front.

Three years and one month ago the
Spooner amendment or substitute for
the Hepburn bill to provide for the con-
struction of a canal connecting the waters
of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans was
discussed by the Senate. The autRor of
the amendment, which became the law
by the authority of which the President
s now constructing the Panama canal,
declared at that time his reasons for pre-
ferring the Panama route; and one of his
clearly stated reasons merits especial at-
tention now. Senator SPOONER said on
June 18, 1902:

*The Panama Canal, however it s bullt now, the
festimony shows, can be made fn the future g sea
level canal. The Nicaragua canal cannol. It is a
mere matter of money. It 13 8o stated in the report
of the Commission. It s so stated in the testimony
of the experis before the committee.

“ It may be of infinite importance to the people
of the United States ‘In the long reach of ime' to
make a sea level canal of it. 1s it worth nothing
10 adopt the shorter canal? Ia it worth nothing to
bave the certalnty that In the future, if the public
nterest and safety demand it, wish the expendilure of
the requistte money, this can be made a sea level cand?

1 think |8 is worth a great deal. %
“Given the practicabllity of it, Mr. President, In

the long years (o come, when our poptlation has'

grown to 300,000,000 and our weakh in proportion,
snd the commerce of the world, immeasurably
increased, is using this canal, as it will do, who shali
say that the people of the United States would care
whether It cost $200,000,000 or $500,000,000 to turn
this canal into a sca level canal? All 1 mean to say
ie this, and to me It Is entitied to great significance
and influence In favor of the Panama canal, wiih
fts other advantages, that as to it In the time to
come, \f our people wan! to make of # a sea level
canal they can do so, when as to the other, no matter
Now much they want &, they cannot do so0.”

The italics in the foregoing passage are
Senator SpooNER'S. His words convey
the program and forecast of the legis-
lative father of the American Panama
canal enterprise concerning the ultimate
transformation of the lock canal for
which the Spooner lgw calls into a sea
level waterway between the oceans,

But when, in Mr. SPOONER'S forecast
and program, was that possible ultimate
change to occur? Not at once, “but in the
future.” The distance of the future, as he
contemplated it, is indicated by him more
than once. “In the long reach of time,”
he said, it might be of infinite importance
to this country to make a sea level canal
of it. Again, “in the long years to come,
when our population has grown to 300,-
000,000 and our wealth in proportion,”
the people might not care what it cost
to effect the transformation. It was a
project not three years away but half a
century or more in the future that Mr.
SPOONER'S imagination was then con-
templating.

Why? Because the difficulties involved
in the larger undertaking, the enormous
increase in cost of time and money, had
been understood not only by the French
engineers who abandoned the sea level
{dea but also by our own Isthmian Canal
Commission, which had reported thus to
the President:

*Its construction would probuably take at least
twenty years. Thils Commission concurs with the
various French commissions which have preceded
1t sinee the fallure of the old company In rejecting
the sea level canal plan, While such a plan would
be physically practicable, and might be adopted
if no other solutlon were avallable, the difficulties
of all kinds, and especially those of time and cost,
would be so great that a canal with a summit level
reached by locks Is to be preferred.”

No doubt there will be a strong effort
to impress upon the Government the
policy of sea level or nothing. There will
be projecta in plenty from enthusiasatic
intellects impatient of any compromise
short of the ideal interoceanic waterway
through which ships can steam from the
Atlantic to the Pacific as they now steam
between the Pillars of Hercules from the
Atlantic into the Mediterranean, or be-
twoen the Castles of Europe and Asia
from the Black Sca to the Egean. Isthe
experience already gained of conditions
on the Isthmus and of the nature of the
colossal job we have taken over from
the French engineers such as to reduce
our estimate of the difficulties to be
overcome before we get any sort of
canal, and to warrant a still more ambi-
tious plan of operations?

We hopa that by the time Congress
meets there will be a general perception
of the wisdom of a policy which shall
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aim to give to the world in the shortest
possible time a navigable waterway with
locks; 8o constructed, however, that with-
out interruption of traffic, and without
sacrifice of the original investment, it can
be converted into asea level canal imme-
diat<ly or in ths far future ag the need
may be,

Nevertheless, if the fascinations of the
ideal and theoretically perfect waterway

@ oo | should really invite Congress to the folly
:00 i of sea level or nothing, it is fortunate

that Senator SPOONER will be there.

Cuba'’s Great Dnnxﬂ'-.

Last Thursday we commented on Cuba's
jugglery with the provisions of her own
Constitution and with the Platt Amend-
ment, which is supplementary to that
instrument. The ball has rolled even
more rapidly than was expected.

On Friday the Cuban House passed
a bill by which provision was made for
appropriating to the payment of the
soldiers’ claims the following items: the
entire treasury accumulation, amounting
to $13,000,000, less the sum of $6,000,000,
which, to placate an opposing element,
is to be expended for public works; a
balance of $3,000,000 remaining from the
proceeds of the $35,000,000 loan; and an
indefinite sum which constitutes a sur-
plus, above the immediate requirementa,
in the fund obtained by the special tax
imposed for the protection of the $35,-
000,000 debt. The bill further provided
for issuing that “interior loan” to which
we have already referred.

In other words, Cuba's House of Repre-
sentatives, spurred by various political
and financial interests, among which
the interests of American speculators
appear prominently, proposes to empty
the national treasury and in addition
to incur a further national obligation of
something like $20,000,000. The bill as
passed violates the Platt Amendment and
also wiolates the provision of Section 38,
Article 59, of Cuba's own Constitution,

This is wildcat legislation indeed!
Unless Cuba's Congress is pulled up with
a round turn by her Executive or by a
restoration of political and financial
sanity, there will he joy and gladness in
the ranks of those who have declared
their conviction of Cuban incapacity
for self-government. Cuba's national
budget, submitted months ago, remains
unapproved. As was stated in our re-
cent series of letters from Havana, many
of her laws are of doubtful constitution-
ality through failure to provide the neces-
sary organic basis. The time of her Con-
gress is speht {n wrangling over political
differences and over appropriations for
the benefit of individual interests. Noth-
ing except her probably unprecedented
industrial prosperity, due to large crops
and good prices, saves Cuba from a finan-
cial crisis.

We are not among those observers who
doubt Cuba's capacity for self-govern-
ment. She is experiencing those diseases
and internal irregularities to which all in-
fant republice are subject. We had them
in our own national childhood, and we had
some of them in an extreme form. They
are probably inevitable, but Cuba should
not for a moment lose sight of the fact
that some of her ailments may prove
fatal.

The criticism which we submit upon
the conduct of her Congress and her Exec-
utive is made in kindness and good will,
as is the expression of our hope for her
speedy and happy issue from the clutches
of those political and financial evils which
now seem to have a “strangle hold” on
the island republic.

'l'he‘Redlurlbutlon of Seats in the
British Parllament.

The political motive for Mr. BaAL-
FOUR'S determination to introduce a Re-
distribution of Seats bill is sufficiently
obvious. It diverts the attention of his
Unionist followers from the fiscal points
on which they differ and concentrates
it on the one subject concerning which
most of them are agreed, namely, the
expediency of weakening the Nationalist
contingent in the House of Commons.

There is no doubt that Ireland is to
be the victim of the measure. By in-
creasing the aggregate number of mem-
bers in the House of Commons from 670,
the present figure, to 700 the Premier
could have given Great Britain the ad-
ditional representatives ostensibly re-
quired by the expansion of population
while at thesame time leaving to Ireland
the number of members (103) which she
now returns. No doubt 700 would con-
stitute an unwieldy body, but that is true
of the House as at present composed.
Mr. BALFOUR chooses to proceed upon a
different principle. Retaining the pres-
ent aggregate (670), he proceeds to a
redistribution of seats by increasing
the unit population in counties and divi-
sions of counties which is to be entitled
to one member. By this process he
cuts down Ireland's representation to
the extent of twenty-two, while he adds
one to that of Wales, four to that of
Scotland and seventeen to that of Eng-
land,

In the treatment of counties on the
one hand and of boroughs on the other
there is not even the semblance of con-
sistency. Many a borough the number
of whose inhabitants falls far short of
the specified unit of population will
retain the privilege of returning 8 mem-
ber. It is further to be noted that the
number of voters on the registration
books by no means agrees with the num-
ber of qualified inhabitants, so long as
plural voting is tolerated. Under the
existing law, which Mr. BALFOUR does
not purpose to change, a man may vote
not only in the electoral circumscription
wherein he resides, but in every other
in which he possesses the property re-
quired to qualify a voter and which
he is physically capable ef reaching on
the date named for the election, A
man, therefore, who chooses tn invest
money in voie conferring property may,
and often does, exercise the franchise
a dozen, or it may be a score, of times at
the same general election. '

Naturally, Mr. BALFOUR'S proposal
will encounter vehement resistance from
both the Irish Nationalists and the
British Liberals. The Nationalists hold
that the number of seats awarded to
Ireland by the Act of Union should be
looked upon as & minimum from which
no reduction should be made without
Ireland's consent. They point out, first,

‘that the original number (101) wai very
much smaller than that to which Ireland
was entitled in 1801 by roason of her
population, and secondly that although
her population almost doubled within the
following forty-five years the number
of Irish members was not increased
proportionately. With what show of
equity, they ask, can Ireland be sub-
jected to a loss of representation when
her population declines, while, at the
same time, she is denied a gain in repre-
sentation when her population expands?
As for the Liberals, even those who
assert that a qualifying unit of popula-
tion should be fixed upon, and that Ire-
land, like England, Scotland and Wales,
should have no more members than she
has qualifying units, denounce Mr. BaL-
FOUR'8 bill as a deflance of the elementary
principles of justice. Before you pro-
oeed, they say, to fix your qualifying
unit of population, you must begin by
clearing the ground, or, in other words,
by abolishing plural voting and ex-
tinguishing all distinctions between
boroughs and counties. Why, they ask,
should one man’'s vote count for very
much more than another's, merely be-
cause the former happens to live in a so-
called “ city” (every English town which
in the see of a Bishop is a city tech-
nically so called) or in an incorporated
borough, whereas the other does not?

The difference in value is plain enough
when we consider that 15,000 persons
collected in a borough may return a
member to the House of Commons, when
it may take more than 50,000 in a county
or subdivision thereof to exercise the
game privilege. Manhood suffrage and
absolute equality of the urban and the
rural population at the ballot box—
those are the principles on which the
British Radicals would readjust the
franchise. They are familiar on this
side of the Atlantic, inasmuch as they
are applied in almost all of the States
of the Union.

Some of the electoral inconsistencies
which Mr. BALFOUR has refrained from
touching are too glaring even for fair-
minded Conservatives, and we expect
to see his normal majority cut down,
although, by a use of the closure, he
can undoubtedly pass the measure if
he wants to. It is by no means certain,
however, that the Opposgition will lose
the twenty-two seats of which the Irish
Nationalists are to be deprived. If
we may judge by the almost unvarying
results of recent by-elections, the Liberals
are likely to capture most of the new
seats to be awarded to England, Scotland
and Wales. In that event they will
simply be more independent of Nation-
alist cooperation.

Mickey Discobolus.

A pang of self-reproach stings our
bosom as we read this letter:

*To TE® EDITOR OF THE SUN--S(r; The farming
community of Nebraska iy stirred to Its center.
In the harvest field, around the thrashing machine,
io the village store and blacksmith shop, even
among the cattle growers of the sand hlills, the one
absorbing toplec of conversation 1s the marvelous
skill In pitching horseshoes recently shown by
the HoN. JORN H. MICKRY, now serving his second
term as Governor and tentatively a candidate for
the United States Senate. Not since the address
by the Hon. W. J. BRYAN to the Southern Lancas-
ter County Farmers' Mutual Improvement Assocla~
tion, delivered last fall, entitled, ‘How Shall We Oare
for Our Hens In Winter Time to Obtaln the Best
Results?' an address remarkable for its profundity
of thought and the moral earnestness with which it
was dellvered, have the agricultural interests of
the State been 8o aroused. Governor MICKRY,
himself a successful farmer, already in high favor
with the horny handed sons of toll, finds his popu-
larity rising to a higher and higher tide as the rural
districts learn that their chief Executive has given
the sanction of his old time Methodist consolence
to the favorite game of the man with the lister and
the drill, Governor MICKEY sels his face hard
agalnst dancing, card playing, dominoes, flinch
and panic, but he enters lnto a game of pltching
horseshoes with the enthusiasm that he displayed
in voting for ABRARAM LINCOLN at the early age of
18, and throws the shoes with a vigor and accuracy
at once the envy and despalr of his younger com-
petitors.

* What will be the result on the political situation?
The question was propounded to Coloael BRYAN'S
chief lleutenant here, who valnly tried to eon-
ceal his uneasiness as he replied, ‘Pshaw! The Gov-
emor couldn't hit a bull with a scoop shovel' The
Omaha Worid-Herald this morning devotes a column
edltorial In & desperate Attempt to stem the wave
of admiration and affection for Governor MICKRY
that ls aweeping over the State. The great dallles
of Kansas City are also glving much apace to a dis-
cussion of the subject and Iits probable political
eflect. THE SUN's editorial commentson the situ-
ation would be welcomed™ and copied by the entire
preas of the State. CONSTANT RBADER.

* LyNcoLX, Neb., July 21.”

Warm and old admirers of Governor
MickEY, why have we allowed his great-
est feat of skill and grace to pass un-.
chronicled and unpraised? It was the
heat, it was the heat, our soul! Remorse-
fully and tenderly we now lay the full
details before the public. For the last
two years the Nebraska State officials
and their deputies have been pitching
horseshoes whenever they could get a
chance and a ground. For some scruple
not intelligible in the East, they refuse to
permit men who call the game “quoits”
to come intoit. Yet surely itis “quoits,”
and “quates,” “quakes” are variants that
still cling to our memory, The horseshos
is a discus, and Nebraska is truly Hel-
lenic.

Governor MICKEY hadn't pitched a
horseshoe in twenty years. That as-
geveration should have put even cham-
pions on their guard. But, in the wicious
pride of their youth, Mr. ALLEN, the
Governor's private secretafy, and Mr.
ANTHES, former Deputy State Auditor,
challenged him and Mr. J. C. DERBY.
The Governor may have practised a
little of a Saturday on his Osceola farm.
Sunday, of course, he didn't touch a
horseshoe. Monday the fateful cham-
pionship games were played in the back
vard of Mr. ANTHES'S house, behind the
Governor's “mansion.” Temperature, 93
The Nebraska State Journal gives too
brief a story of the great throwing:

“The pegs were set the rogular distance, thirty-
nine feet, and the shoes were the regulation welght
and size. When the Governor firsé started out he
was handicapped by two suspenders. Finally he
dropped the right one over his shoulder and then
tucked his left trousers leg Inslde his boot. This
appeared to work wonders and he threw a ringer.
The calks on !he shoes were too large and hurt his
forefinger, but after he had picked out another
palr that had been made to order for Mr. ALLEN,
his soore improved to an alarming extent. The
Governor and Mr. DERRY finally beat thelr oppo-
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poet sprang it the liste-gud quoting Sir Warrss
ScOTT's ‘Lady of the Lake, exclaimed: ‘Two o'er
the rest auperior rose and proud demanded mightier
foes, but called in vain,' "

To the corrupt ears of the East “ringer”

to explain to a town full of immigrants
from the country that a“ringer” is rung
when the quolt or horseshoe hangs on
to the stake? Lately the redoubtable
ANTHES pitched four “ringers” insuc-
cession; yet how easily he went down
before the might of MICKEY. A mean
attempt has been'made to show that his
“ringer” was a mere “scratch”:

“The horseshoe struck the ground far from the
place Intended and rolled in a circle, which nar-
rowed untll the iron hit the stake and settied down
over it, a8 nice a ringer as one would wish to see.>

The reporter was bewildered by the
brilliancy and strategy of the pitch.
Governor MICKEY never makes & “ringer”
without these circular preliminaries,

It is agreed in Nebraska, and will be
admitted generally outside of Nebraska,
that Governor MICEEY has strengthened
himself greatly with the people by this
performance.
element” has been cold toward him on
account of his aversion to the Devil's

he has won at once the approbation of all
the athletic and all who cheer the ath-
letio, substantially the whole population
except the Hon. WILLIAM LLOYD GAR-
RISON. Political legend will soon make a
blacksmith of him; and all the dumb, in-
visible but strong powers of Luck must
be on his gide. All the prominent men of
Lincoln, except Mr. BRYAN, are practis-
ing horseshoe pitching; and Mr. BRYAN
will have to do it to keep his prestige.

There is but one blot on Governor
MickEeY's whitgshield of expectation. He
takes efception to the report that he
dropped one suspender over his shoulder.
and tucked one trousers leg in his sboot.
“I do have shoulders,” he says, “but I
do not wear boots.” Pity he doesn't.
There is a fine old fashioned quality
about him that is best shod with boota.
We hope to see a pair of boots in the
Senate again. Governor MICKEY should
revert to the antique type. With horse-
shoes and boots he may go far.

i
The Change in the Days of Regis-
tration.

A change in the matter of the registra-
tion of voters has been instituted by the
New York Legislature this year. Hereto-
fore the days for the registration of
electors in this city, as fixed by Section
30 of the Election Code, have been “the
fourth Friday and the fourth Saturday
and the third Friday and the third Sat-
urday” preceding election day.

Election day this year is November 7
and the “fourth Friday and fourth Satur-
day preceding” election day are October
13 and 14; the “third Friday and third
Saturday” October 20 and 21. Between
October 21, the last day of registration,
and November 7 there are sixteen cal-
endar days including three Sundays—
one day less than two weeks of cam-
paigning; for, of course, the ardent
municipal statesmen who organize and
orate and canvass desist from their
labors on Sunday.

Under the law of this year as to the
enrollment of electors, the days of reg-
istration will be October 9 and 10, 14
and 16. The purpose of this change
is twofold: First, to provide a longer
time for the scrutiny of the registry
lists; and secondly, as it is euphemis-
tically described by its advocates, “to
prolong the period of the campaign.”

Whether any additional time is nesded
for “the scrutiny of the registration” is
a question open to dispute. Usually
this opportunity is perverted to serve
as a pretext for the annoyance of quali-
filed voters by the “special agents” who
“gafeguard the purity of the ballot.”

What special advantage can be ex-
pected from prolonging the campaign
is not easily surmised. The general
tendency of all legislation in all Btates
has been to restrict rather than to pro-
iong the period of a political campaign.
A long campaign is an injury to busi-
ness and an incitement to much unnec-
essary controversy and disorder. The
issues of a campaign are well under-
stood by voters. The New York Legis-
lature in prolonging the active period of
the municipal canvass has taken a step
backward.

Is That All?

“Governor HIGGINS i8 a nice little fel-
low,” says the Grocer of Newburgh.

Is that the best the Crackers and
Cheese statesman can say now for the
man who voted for the Harriman Fur-
naceville iron claim?

The Chicago teamsters' sympathetio
strike, which began April 7, ended last
week in the unconditional surrender of
the strikers. The estimatés of loss in
business and wagee are lesa impressive
than what it is the fashion to call “the
butcher's bill.” These figures are from
the Inter Ocean: *“Deaths due to strike, 21;
injured during strike, 610; prosecutions for
violence, 843; members of unions indicted,
49."

A great lesson to public men has been taught by
this (HOOKER'S) case.—Buffalo Times.

Yes; the great lesson that, no matter what
you do, your friends will pull you through.

England has abandoned her consulate in
the city of Mexico. The Mezican Herald of
June 6 and 7 says:

“The fact that the British consulate of Mexlco
clty will be abandoned. and the title of vice-consul
glven to one of the employees of the British legation,
for this is what the news amounts 10, was by many
declared to look singularly like & step backward.”

According to LUCIEN J. JEnOME, British
Consul in the city of Mexioo, says the Jalisco
Timea of Guadalajara, *England feels that
the United States has a preferred claim to
Mezxico's trade and to the opportunities for
industrial development in the Republic.”
At least, he staies, N0 CaIKPalgn Will b Mads
by British interests to wrest Mexican trade
from the United States, and no efforts will
be put forth by the British consular service
to encourage the investment of Englishcapi-
tal in Mexico. “England,” adds Consul
JrROME, “is interested in Argentina and
Chile, but there is no other Latin-American
country that we care much about.”

How came the worthy British Consul to
forget the large English investments in
| Brazil? Surely, there mst be some other

reason for the abandonment about which
and about English interests in Mexico gen-
erally the gentleman speaks so frankly.

has another meaning; yet is it necessary |

Hitherto the “sporting

picture books and their congeners. Now | ho

To T™ax Eorron or Tug 8vx- Sir; Having
paased the period of life when I should have
been chloroformed | am now hoping to live
a full century, and am much encouraged by
tha opinion of an English doctor that we
ought to live so long. I hope he can convince
Dr. Osler of this and cause him to recant
his bueresies. life Is so well worth living,
{f I can read your papers, that | hate to quit it.

Looking backward, 1 know what kind of
people we were. looking forward | would
like to know what we are to become. Will
some knoockkneed mongrel swell with pride
because his “ancestors” came over in the
Mayflower or because they came from-—
China? *

If the price of “trade” with that or any
other oountry Is the admission of undesirable
people here, it is too much to ask and our
people will not stand it. We have much

to do with the el ts alread , and
nﬂnl"um. 10 en: '; ol. u.l Xngoi .én.
E;mo eous people. Therefore, let those
L) boyocott;

rity ’o slow, If it Is
. | think we can stand |t. do
T: ish to be, as we are an ave heen
t mvy-f Tound of all the rest of th
world, and It |s time to call a halt. me
veated interests” mai suffer; but
at least retard conditions which we may
ro::h:ﬁl‘b {:cr h& ce whc? :au :bolotvn
ensely popula y natura
nerease, provi matsgnvol “race su’otcre
(1 0 our duty by our country,
ere must be some rigid restriction of im-
migration, sensible revision pf the tariff,
T ustment of other conditions before
this country can be truly prosperous and so
continue. Then, perhaps, more common
revall, high. financiers will not
0'1! jdows and orphans by exorbitant
ao aries or otherwise; the golden ealf may be
ethroned, and patriotic love of our country
and Its pooy e enable us gn compare favorably
with the Japanese. Oh yes! know the
statistics and census, &c., 'but figures some-
tl%e.l lie, or at best cause erroneous {mpres-
o _have too many strikes, too much ill
sud help, too many {nupern. Why? 1 am
oing the croaking.” Let our wise ones sug-
gest a remedy. Thera will be many argu-
ments against my assertions, but
“ 1IN fares the land, to hastening llis a prey,
Where wealth accumulates and men decay.”
ﬁl to the (‘hlnsu. let them stay at home,
and recover and exploit Chinese Tart 2',
Chinese Turkestan, &c., which belong 0
them when | was a boy. Our German friends

gﬂ ht busy themeelves by retaking the
altlo provinces, which belong to them by
Frenchmen

right d . It
£ ﬂntJA lrnoe aluns an

cln enty to do in northern Africa,
and the Slave, Bohemlans and such can kic
out their GGrand Dukes and send them here

to become life {nsurance officers or directors,

ow, | am liberal minded, very tolerant
of and love all the races of mankind, %ut
:r:’ ::ao;;e:in rrora hthn hn‘zh wAuthelr. ar;

o-day, “Who are the Americans?"”

l’}l 30 ﬁ-nnod it 1 know. ‘gome of them speak

Yiddish and tread on my heels on Broadway,
by gosh! Discuss it, YANKEB.

Brooxvrrw, July 21.

An Experience With OI1l,

To TaE EpiTorR Oor THE BUN—Sir: | was
a retail merchant runping what is known
now as a department ktore. It sold to the
community about everything they needed
and bought about all they had to sell. When
the change came from the old whale oil lamp
into the “fluid® and “camphene” lamp |t
was very great. These had only got fairly
established when the war broke out between
the North and South and turpentine, the main
constituent of these illuminants, immediately
became scarce and high4n price.

Some progress had been made in distilling
rock or shale oil and something was doing
In the petroleum refining, but it was crude
and unsatisfactory. Explosions, with kllling
and maiming, were of daily occurence. As
thedemand beoame more insistent more wells
were drilled and more territory opened up.

The process of distillation was crude and
various. The barrels in wbich the oil was
shipped were ill made and of all nizes. The
direot leakage and the continous evaporation
before the retailer got it into the hands of his
customers was easily 15 per cent., probably
more. No two lots were alike, for the reason
that no two refiners used the same machinery
or process. It was catch as can Ineas,
with the retailer getting all the “catch.”

After a time there came (nto my store a
bright young man who told me that his com-

any had started a delivery and selling agency
n & near by city and was asking a share of
the trade, based on giving a good quality
of oil; that it should be uniform in quality
as to brand, that the packages would be prac-
tically of the same capacity, that this package
or barrel had n lined with & cement that
almost entirely did away with leakage and
evaporation, and that this cement would not
mix with the oil and therefore the wicks
would not gum up and interfere with 3ellvery
of oll to the burning contact.

Well, this, {f true, was not only a step for-
ward, but [t was a long step in advanoce—
{n fact, was about all that was need«’. He

ot an order and his statement proved to be

ue,

This accounts for the fact that this sam
business (8 now running and is using a 3
will -probably continue to use "nunduﬁ"

8!‘0(1“6'. he name rlghllullr belongs to
bem. They were the first people to standard-
ize quality, package and price.

ty,

Later fbe(‘lme interested In, and was
menaging director,af-a manufacturing g.'ant.
| became convincedSthat .oil fuel could be
made practical and that owlnf to its porta-
bility it would be most convenient and cause
a great saving'in cost of handling. I took
the matter up witk the Rtandard. All the
knowledge they*had concerning the better
way to Introduce it, the kind of burners to
use, the relative value of heat units compared
with coal, was pla at my disposal. One
of their best practical men was always at my
command.

The result was that altogether we made a

ocess of it and [t worked satisfactorily.

¢ same busipess tact was shown in this as

in the smaller deal. Never were my deliveries
late nor the quality unnthflctor?;.

the Standard

0o sum up the whole thing,
Ofil Company treat me at all times on an
exact busineas bhasis. They gave me the
uality, the quantity, and made their de-
llveriés always on time. They have errned
all the success they have had. They offered
me, as they did other of their consumers,
stock In their corporation on a level with
themselves, and it (s needless to say that I
erred that 1 did not accept the r?’ppnnunlay.
ELNIRA, July 21, A. M, BENNEYT,

Football in New York.

To rAE EpITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Your editorial
“Football In This City,” of the 10th, saya: “So few
really Important games are played in this sport
loving city. Many minor games, of the secondary
schools and the local colleges, are played here,
but New Yorkers as a rule must travel to Cam-
dridge. New Haven or .Princeton, If not further
afield, to Philadelphia or Ithaca, to sce champlon-
ship contesta,”

Are you not unconsciously unfair to the Columbla
University team?! Columbla has played and de-
feated Annapolls twice;: she has played West Point
only once and defeated her In that game. The
last time Princeton played in New York her team
was defeated by Columbia. Pennsylania has
played In New York twice and on both occaslons
has been beaten by Columbia. Columbia has
beaten Cornell the last two years, performing the
operation both in Ithaca and this city.

Do not these facts show that Columbla gives
fovers of football an opportunity to see good games
without journeying afleld as suggested by you?
Columbia this fall will play In this city, at the Amer)-
can League baseball g ds, Pri on Oct, 28,
Yale on Nov. 4 and Pennsylvania on Nov. 28.

NEW YORK, July 20. NEW YORKER.

The Billous View.

To TAR EDITOR OF THS SUN—Sir; THER SUN says
this morning that under certain conditions this
would have been a “combination of poorhouse
and home for the aged.” This might be an im-
provement on present conditions. The world Is
now simply a combination of paupers and mlilion-
alres; for any man who |s not absolutely sure of
his snd his family's livellhood Is a pauper. That
1s the poor man's condition to-day, as he has to beg

another man to give him a job. E. H. J.
NEw Yorx, July 22,
Charles Kingsley.
To THER EDITOR orF THE SUN-Sir: It may In-

terest your readers interesied In Charles Kingsley
and his works to know that he was rector of Evers-
ley. near Market Lavingion and West or Bishops
Lavington, two amall towns or villages: hence
pahaps the origin of the name In his novel. He
waa a friend of my uncle, who resided in the same
village of Everasley, from whom I heard much thag
1s Interesting about the reverend canon.
NEwW YORK, July 21, E. J. MovLp,

Paul Jones at Home.

From out the harbor's mighty throat

Our greetings grandly go;
Answering guns, aghore, afloat,

Our welcomings bestow;
And Liberty, with torch on high,
Smiles across, as he draws nigh

Hls homeland free from foe.
Welcome, spirit, shade and bones:
Welcome, living John Paul jones!

EDWARD BRANCE LYMaN.

~—
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EEN TWO MILLSTON
Or the Mathemat'es of Refernied Life
. oe.

To Tux Epiton or THm Bux—8ir: Not
merely old policyholdera and prospective
insurers, but all mathematicians will be in-
terested In the new polley which the reor-
ganized Equitable Is soon to urge its agents
to write:

It will be & modifed non-participating polley
which will, It 1s declared, provide more Niberal
terms both for the holders and the agenta.

More to the man who gives and more to
the man who takes, 1t seems a little ourlous,
at first blush a little diMcult. The policy costs
less. The commission |s more.

1t is & familiar thing In life insurance that
to each new olass of policyholders Is offered
something better than was offered to the pre-
ceding clase: and yet as the hunt for business
becomes flercer and the quarry harder to
reach, the commissions of the agents become
fatter.

The policyholder has two sets of benefac-
tors: The high salaried officials and the direc-
tors who put the profits of his money inte
their pockets and saddle him with the losses;
and the agent into whose pocket goes a big
share of his premiums. The ohlef business
now is to turn the rascals out, but there will
be no serious reform inthe life insurance busi-
ness until, after honest administration is se-
cured, the present system of general agents
and agents is given up; until moderate sala-
ries take the place of swollen commisaions
and levies on the premium; until the policy-
holder (n a mutual company pays his premium
to himsalf, less the necessary and legitimate
expenses of insuranoe.

Premiums are too high, Everybody knows
that. And they are too high first because of
the dishonesty or extravagance of adminis-
tration; second, because of excessive com-
missions, VioTIM.

New York, July 28,

The Cost of Life Insurance.

To ThE EpITOR OF THE BuN—Sir: [am glad
to read in THE BUN of your ploneer efforts to
bring about cheaper rates for life insurance
in New York. BSuch a movement is worthy of
vour best labors, Then, too, your pbserva-
tions concerning the employment of expensive
agents by the companies should be taken to
heart by all who hope for subatantial reforms
in life insurance. We pay too much for life
insurance,

THE SUN has been first iv many Important
movements. It was the first newspaper to
exposs B. B. Odell, Jr., of Newburgh, You
didn't have much company at first, did you?
You were alone for many months, weren‘t
vou? In the last two years, though, you have
had plenty of strong and good company all
over the eountry. Mr. Odell is responsible
for the low moral level of our party (n the
State, and sometimes [ think we deserve a good
licking at the polls.

Keep up your exposure of the grafters. THE
BUN is a blessing and a comfort to decent peo-
ple. - J.8. T

SCHENECTADY, N. Y., July 20.

The Causes of Drowniag.

To TR Epiror or TEs SUuN—S: In reading
the editorial In this morning's SuN, “Summer
Drownings,” which as a whole was exocellens, I
notice that in common with most people you scpept
as a fact the amclent theory that cramps cause the
death of many swimmers.

Just when and where this fallacy first obtalned
I do not know, but a fallacy it certainly ls, and
medical men who have interested themselves In the
subject will bear me out in this statement.

There never was a swimmer whose drowning
was due to cramps. Not only are drowned peéople
unable to state the cause, but no autopsy and no
examination ever proved eramps 10 have been the
cause of a drowning.

Swimmers frequeptly have cramps, to be sure,
the same kind that have attacked almost every one,
elther In bed or when a Ilmb has begen for a long
time in & strained or unnatural position; but these
cramps do not affect the entire body. Only a
leg or an arm |s affected, and a good swimmer can not
only float, but he can make progress with the use
of the arms or legs alone or with one arm or one
leg. The fact that there are one-legged awim-
mers proves the truthfulness of this statement.

The cramp theory is a bugaboo that abould
be dropped. When good swimmers are drowned,
almos; always at a great distance from shore,
and where they are "showing off,” it 1s because
they get “rattled” and lose thelr nerve.

NEw Yomrk, July 2. ALEXANDRR MEFFERT.

The English Vecabalary.
From Macmélan's ulapasine.

In connection with the revised version of the
Bible, 1t is Intereging to note how few changes
were necessary on the score of the words used In
the authorized version having become obsolete. It
it had dated from 1411 instead of 1611, scarcely any
of us cotild have understood the English used,
and alterations would have been numerous—how
numerous may be gaged by anybody who tries
to transiate a few bundred lines of Chaucer Into
modern phraseology.

Ordinarily well educsted people use from 3,000
to 4,000 words In conversation. Accurate thinkers
and reasoners, who avold vague and general ex-
pressions and walt till they find a word that ex-
actly fits their meaning, employ, of course, a larger
stock; eloquent speakers may even rise to a com-
mand of 10,000. Shakespeare, who had a greater
wealth of expression than any other writer,
produced all his plays with about 15,000 words;
Milton's works are bullt up with 8,000; and the Old
Testament contains 5,042,

Our language, therefore, is not after all so forml-
dable as It seems when we hear of a dictionary of
250,000 words. Skeats’s Etymological Diotlonary,
which is limited to primary words (that is to say,
it would explain luck, but not lucky:or unalucky
or luckless), deals with no more iban i3,000; and
among them are some really antiquated onés,
which were used some centuries ago, but are now
to be found n the dictionary only.

Forelgn Contract Opportunities.

The Temiskaming and Northern Ontario Rall-
way will establish a Government owned telephone
system from North Bay to New Liskeard, a distance
of 113 miles, and as the rallway exteads so will the
telephone. The line will be bullt right away.

Tenders are wanted by 3 P, M. en Aug. 81, 1808
(written In Spanish), for the complete construction
of the Government palace and national theater in
Panama City, The Bureau of Manufactures, De-
partment of Commerce gnd Labor, Washington,
D, C., has a report from United States Oonsul-Gen-
eral Joseph W. J. Lee giving particulars. The
good faith depasit Ls $2,600 gold.

American raw cotton is wanted In Pinland,
Ruasla. Address Mr. Ernest Kielenbeok of Helsing -
fors, I'inland.

Tenders are wanted by the Department of Public
Works, Ottawa, Canada, for the extension of the
Toronto Island breakwater.

The Venczuelan Government Is to construct an
important steam rallroad from the city of Coro
10 “El Islro.” It is to be a coal transportation road
chiefly. Other Venezuelan public works appro-
priated for are the reconstruction of the aque-
duct of Barquisimeto, the alisation of the'
Turblo River and the bullding of a public prison
at Valencla.

American chemical producta can be freely sold in
Hungary, says United States Consul -General Frank
Dyer Chester of Budapest. Last year Hungary
imported $2,001,570 wbrth of such products.

The Southerners’ Debt tp the Falthful Slave.

To TRE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Please allow
me V0 expreas my keen appreclation of the gratl-
tude shown to the Southern slaves by Mrs. Moore's
letter In THE Su¥ of July 32. It is 80 unusual for
Southerners to say a word of snything except con-
tumely for these almost universally faithfu] gervi-
tors that it s worthy a word of commendation when
the contrary spirit Is shown,

Noting the contemptuous hrutality in the atti.
tude of the Southern people to the negro race one
might think the siaves had never done anything for
the whites, and that the latier owed no overwhelm-
ing debt to these much abused and dowmtroddea
fellow creatures. SOUTHRRNER.

Nmw YORK, July 22. .

Literary Evolution.
Would you trace the famlly progress

A A be -~ - -~ —
And 115 soclal sias desory,

Just inspect the parior table
And the books which on It le.

Back in Grandpa's haircloth parior,
With the shutters tightly closed,

Baxter's “Salnt's Rest,” Fox's “Martyrs,~
On & marbie top reposed.

The succeeding generation

To the novel lightly turned:
“Robert Elsmerg” on the wabie

At a glance collld be digcerped.

Now, within the golden mansion,
It appears to be the rule,
Fifieen hundred dollar *Fapcles"”
Part the money and the fool.
McLANDBURGE W rLaoN.
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| in the Eastern tropics,
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Mackerel's Speed Iy Sixty Miles an Hour,
and the Tarpon’s About Eighty,
Krom the Saturday Evening Poast,

Btudy of the speed of flahes (s embar.
rassed by unavoldable difMculties, It is nog

. possible, as with birds, to set up tall pojeg

at intervals of & quarter of A mile, and, with
the help of stop watches, time them as they

by. Nevertheless, recent Investigs.
tion of the subject goes to show that (s
mackdrel, if not the champlon racer of tha
briny deep, comes pretty near to carrying

off the honors. Unquestionably it travely
sometimes as fast A8 An exXpress train ag
high spead—nay, at the rate of sixty or possl.
bly seventy miles an hour. :

Other things being equal, the larger tha
fish the faster it awima—just as the higs
steamship Is able to travel at a apeed nich
greater than the little harbor tug. | .
doubtedly the enargy employed by a fish of
great size, such as a thirty foot shark, whon
traveling at its best gait, is something tro.
mendous. An ordinary tug, which repre.
sents & maximum of energy In a minimum
of bulk, utilizes about 200 horse power Of
course, it (8 only a guess, but it would
not seem to be over the mark to sippon
that a seventy foot whale makes use of
500 horse power when it propels its hiwa
bulk through the water at a rate of tlury
miles an hour. A whale —~which is a manimal,
and not a fish—might be compared to a
freight train If the shark is a cannon bhall
express, but it can beat the fastest "o ian
greyhound"” in a speed contest,

If there is a fish that can travel faatar
than a shark, it must be the tarpon, vhich
can probably “hit her up" to the tune of
eighty miles an hour, if pressed for time
Generafy speaking, it may be said that finny
creatures which live near the surface of
the sea are awift swimmers as compared
with those that dwell in the depths. Tlug
the cod, which is a deep water species, |3
sluggish, and would stand no show at al|
in a race with the mackerel or herring.  Thesa
latter, which are distinctively pelagic, do-
pend for their living upon their activity in
pursuing agile prey, and they must ba quirk
in their movements In order to escape their
own enemies.

If the mackerel were as big as a good sized
shark it would probably be the speed chan -
pion of the ocean. No flsh is better shaped
for rapid going. Some years ago a yacht
builder in New York constructed a sloop
with a hull patterned exactly after the under
body of a Spanish mackerel. She was called
the Undine, and, if tradition does not i,
she never was beaten. Like the flsh afice
which she was modeled, she had her greatest
breadth of beam forward of amidships a
decidedly novel idea In boat building. Ona
may say, jadeed, that all modern water cralt
are mpre or less fishlike In their make up,
yet, on the whole, it is surprising that marina
architeots have not striven more earnestly
than they have to obtain hints from Nature's
own Iillustrations of aquatic speed makine
prinolples.

HOW THE MOROS MAKE FIRL.

Bamboeo Stick, Bit of China and Tinder
Cempose the Apparatus.
From the Scientific American.

The match has been sald to be the greatest
olvilizer of the world, but [t has not yet cori-
pleted its work. There are still tribes of
barbarous and {-barbarous people who
use nature’s means for producing fire, either
by friction with or without apparatus, or
the contact of two substances which pro-
duce a spark, as flint and steel.

The Moros use a method dlstinctive from
other savage races, and of interest not only
for its uniquencas, hut as showing the effect
of environment on invention.

This apparatus consists of a bamboo stick,
& bit of china and tinder. Cylindrical cases
are also part of the device, one being a casa
for tobacco and the other a case for the china
and tinder. The whole, connected with
cords, is worn at the belt. To use the appara-
tus the native takes the bamboo firmly in his
left hand, and in his right holds the bit of
china by the finger and thumb, and on the
thumb side pinches a bit of tinder. The
edge of the china is then struck sharply down
and along the bamboo, producing a bright
and long spark, which catches in the tinder
and ignitea it. Very little practise is required
to enable a novice to light a fire by this means.
Obviously, when the apparatus was first
devised, no china was available, and doubt-
less some sharp stone took its place. Now,
however, bita of broken china such as are
found in cheap eating houses, are regarded
as best for the parpose, and universally used.

The thoughtful reader will at once drawn
an analogy between this means of firemaking
and the flint and steel of our own ancestors,
however, bambon
is the commonest of woods, and go was doubt-
less observed many times to make a bright
spark when struck where flint, in contact
with metul, was seen once. In consequence,
after the first bright thinker had devised this
way of using the spark, the method held its

pularity and obtains this day, although
he flint and steel is 8o much simpler, easicr
and more romble. .

The philosophy of the device will at onca
be apparent. The sharp edge of the china
scrapes off a bit of bamboo—not much, he-
cause the wood is hard and the outside has
quite a glaze—but epough to be made -
candescent by the friction of the stroke

e tinder catches this spark, and the de-
sired flame is the result.

Things Japanese,

Japan 1s developing great tracts of timber
Manchuria, For this purpose the Japanese jm-
perial Company has ordered ten carloads of saw
mill machiney to be shipped In two months fiom
Fond du Lao, Wis.

Vickers Son & Maxim of Barrow, England. have
taken a contract from the Japanese Governmont
for a battleship of 19,000 tons displacement and 73
feet jong. A leviathan In fact. The same firni has
just j1aunched the Katorl for Japan. Her launching
welght was 0,400 tons, and her displacement wi'l by
15,080 tons. The fagship of Admiral Togo, the
Mikasa, was bullt In the same yards, as was alvo
the Kashima.

Japan's progreas in cotton manufactures i« not
letting up, but the contrary. On her last trip!
the Orlent the Minnesota carried 10,000 bales of

American raw cotton to help feed Japan's many
cotton mills.

Japanese manufacturers are now producing 'i#
cheapest kinds of cotton underwear, socks, toirt
soaps and lamps. The Indigo and tobacco trades

out there are rapldly passing Into Japanese hands

The British Consul at Kobe says that Japan's
import of cotton yarmns shows a big decrcase v
makes the yarns not only for her own use, b!
export to China, &c. The manufacture of Junnes
at Osaka is Increasing and Importe (re docreas
ing. Lancashire coarse cottons are betng ousted
from Japan's markets.

The Deadly Alarm Clock.

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN--Sfr; As misir I8
sald to love company It may console “Hlack (0"
to know that there are others In a worse state thnn
himaelf. My window looks onto a court surroundcd
by bulldings four and more stories high From

other windows Jooking onto this court comes cveiy
momning at 5 a loud and long alarm, followed %
Intervals by four others between 6 and 630, | have
to work hard during the day, but need not rise |
7. 1 am of an extremely nervous temperan

and instead of getting used to the alarms they !
80 preyed on me that I awake from half an hour "o
an hour in advance of the first one, waltlng 1
dreaded shock. Imagine how I begin each (a

Gracious Heavens, dellver us from this puhoe
nuisanoe, the Alarm Clock! MADIRON AVENT!

NEw YORK, July 22,

i S e

Mr. Kipling's reappearance as a story wriier
gives Importance 10 the August number of 8
Century Magazine. It Is longer than usual for Iin
and he ventures on a new fleld. 'our other s
stories and Mr, Tooker's serlal complate the Nerian

| A pleasant article on squlirrels, by the late W

Stillman, and one, lllustrated, by A, H. Frost oa
“Tho American Circus, ” will be read with enfoyment
Among the subjects treated In other descrintii
articles are the electric rallway, the Countes

Warwick's experiment In farming for girls, cols
rowing In England and Amerlca, and mounts
work for automoblles. Besldes the llustratl
to0 these, there are many pletures withoui test il
an unusual outburst of color,

Fleven short storles make Mccure's Mg e
for August really a "midsummer fictlon numibe

All are lllusirated, some In color. Among 2

authors are Mr. Tarkington, Miss Myra K

O. Henry and James Hopper. Mlss Ida Tarix
her artic e

completes her study of Mr. Rockefellcr,
being followed Immediately by Ruskin's estimai'e
of Judas lscariol. There are two poems. An Ui
usually attractive number of the magszine.
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